THE FLIGHT TO INDIA
Signorina Angelica who left on such a day as this and failed
to land the other side. There were vivid details of a reckless
Italian Count who knew better than his mechanic and had never
been seen again.
Storms blew up at intervals, and the wind was still a gale,
but news from Tunis was better, and on the following day,
waving farewell to the lugubrious guardians, the flyers sallied
out over the sea. For four days the weather had acted as high-
wayman and held them at bay; when they dared it to delay
them longer it surrendered.
The 'planes flew on a compass course between the storms;
only the passing of time gave the occupants the strength of wind
encountered. As the land disappeared behind, none came into
view in front. There was ample time for misgiving. At last the
leading machine gave a joyful waggle with its wings. Mcliityre
could see a crocodile-coloured shore. He was greeted by the
warm breath of Africa, tropical, exotic, that fans the cheek.
North Africa is like a very old man who can do little work,
but likes to sit and brood in the sun. Much of his day is devoted
to sun-bathing. If he has a beard to pull, well and good, his
meditations may last the longer and be the pleasanter. Africa
is an ancient, many-wrinkled genie that was once, in the days
of the Saracens, a genius. Yet to the aerial traveller, the arid,
puckered face of the land is reminiscent not of age and decay
so much as of unchangeable gigantic destiny. Like the Near
East, it re-awakens the memory to flashes of old forgotten
things which in a mysterious way still supply the vitality and
interest for the present day.
The first impressions of low-lying shores and pointing palm
trees, give more than a hint of the continent's giant frame and
of the bones of empires that have flourished and turned to
desert dust. It looks a land of desolate sandy wastes lost in
immensity, shimmering beneath a pitiless sun; yet North
Africa contains many fertile valleys and beautiful areas, and
perhaps of all the continents it is most suitable for flying. Soon
the Sahara, eight and a half times the size of Europe, whose